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They said we should, instead, give 

them amnesty and citizenship. 
They waved their Mexican flags with 

great pride. 
Well, a new study just released by 

the Law Library of Congress, reveals 
that Mexico itself is far harsher on ille-
gal immigrants than the United States. 
For example, in Mexico, it is a felony 
punishable by 2 years in prison merely 
to be an illegal immigrant. In contrast 
to giving them citizenship, Mexico ac-
tually deported 250,000 illegal immi-
grants last year. Mexico even put their 
military soldiers on their southern bor-
der to stop illegals from going into 
Mexico from Guatemala. 

Hypocrisy has crossed the border. It 
makes you wonder, were they pro-
testing the wrong country last week? 

f 

ALLOW A VOTE ON THE PUMP ACT 

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, this 
weekend I held four town hall meetings 
in my vast rural northern Michigan 
district. I put on over 700 miles as I 
traveled from small town to small 
town to meet with my constituents. 
The number one concern of my con-
stituents was the extremely high price 
of gasoline. 

My constituents can’t afford to drive 
the distances necessary to go to and 
from work. My constituents know they 
cannot afford the $50 to fill their gas 
tank. My constituents know that my 
PUMP legislation, Prevent Unfair Ma-
nipulating of Prices, would end the 
speculation in the pricing of a barrel of 
oil. My constituents know the legisla-
tion would reduce the cost of a barrel 
of oil by $20 and would lower the cost 
of the gas at the pump by one-third. 

We could do that today. 
My constituents also know that 

President Bush and the rubber-stamp 
Republican-controlled Congress will 
not allow a vote on my legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s lower gas prices 
today. Let’s lower it by bringing for-
ward the PUMP legislation for a vote 
in this House, and do the people’s work 
instead of the oil companies’ work. 

f 

PROGRESS BEING MADE IN IRAQ 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, this week-
end I had the privilege of leading a del-
egation of Republicans and Democrats 
to Operation Iraqi Freedom, and de-
spite what you see on television, there 
is a lot of good news in Iraq, thanks to 
American and coalition forces and the 
good people of Iraq. 

We were in Mosul, the ancient site of 
the city of Nineva. And where Mosul, 
over a year ago, was inflamed with in-
surgent violence, today Mosul is se-
cure, thanks to the 101st Airborne, but 

also thanks to a local Iraqi police chief 
who is leading 1,500 Iraqi police into 
the streets daily to capture insurgents. 

We also met with the new Prime Min-
ister, Nuri al-Maliki, who told us of his 
plans to appoint a cabinet maybe as 
soon as this week, a clear agenda for 
stabilizing his country. He greeted us 
with the words, ‘‘Welcome to a new 
Iraq.’’ 

It will be our hope and our prayer 
that the American people will stand 
with the good people of Iraq to see free-
dom’s fruition in that ancient land. 

f 

NURSE LOAN FORGIVENESS ACT 
OF 2006 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute and 
to revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, our country is fac-
ing an increasing nursing shortage. 
Currently, in California, we are one of 
the 30 States that faces significant 
shortages in full-time registered 
nurses. But by the year 2020, 44 States 
are expected to have significant nurse 
shortages. We are going to need more 
than 400,000 new nurses nationwide. 

We need to take immediate action to 
recruit and retain nurses for our Na-
tion’s medical facilities and address 
this critical shortage. 

Today I am introducing the Nurse 
Loan Forgiveness Act of 2006. This bill 
will help recruit and retain more 
nurses by providing financial incen-
tives for students to enroll in and com-
plete nursing programs. It would for-
give up to $17,000 in Federal loans over 
a 5-year period for people who have 
been working for at least a year as a 
full-time registered nurse. 

It is time for us to take action and to 
address this ongoing nursing shortage. 
I urge my colleagues to help me and co-
sponsor this bill. 

f 

LANCASTER COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, GENEROSITY 

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the wonderful generosity 
of the people of my district, the Penn-
sylvania 16th. This generosity has been 
on full display in the aftermath of the 
hurricanes that hit our gulf coast last 
year. 

The small Mississippi town of Pass 
Christian is roughly 1,200 miles from 
Lancaster County, but this hasn’t 
stopped the people of Lancaster Coun-
ty, including many of the Amish com-
munity, from providing an outpouring 
of volunteer help to this devastated 
gulf coast town. 

Organized through a group called 
Community Aid Relief Effort, dozens of 
Lancaster County residents have been 
traveling to the gulf coast every week 
since Katrina to help out with what-

ever was needed, and the results are 
showing. Debris has been cleared, dam-
aged homes are being repaired and new 
homes are being built. 

Mr. Speaker, while this outpouring of 
compassion warms my heart, it doesn’t 
surprise me. The people of Lancaster 
County have a long tradition of helping 
those in need, and this is just the most 
recent example. I honor their efforts. 

f 

TAX POLICY BENEFITING TOP 1 
PERCENT OF AMERICANS 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, 
some people say this is a do-nothing 
Congress. They are wrong. This is the 
rubber-stamp Congress. Every Member 
of the Republican side is right now 
looking through his office for where is 
his rubber stamp, because this is one of 
the days when they come over here and 
rubber-stamp the President’s tax cuts. 

The 13th page of the New York Times 
today carries the fact that the tax cut 
for the top 10 percent, 82 percent of the 
$69 billion goes to the top 10 percent. 

Now, that is not do-nothing, that is 
just forgetting the other 90 percent in 
this country. And when a decent period 
has passed by, they are going to come 
out here and raise the debt limit again. 
That is in the paper today as well. 
They raised it in March, and they have 
given so much away and dug us so deep 
in debt that they are going to be out 
here doing it again. 

There is nothing in what we will do 
today that is useful for anybody who is 
at the middle class or below. This is all 
for the top 10 percent. That is all these 
people are for. The time is coming for 
change in November. 

f 

CONTINUED TAX RELIEF 
NECESSARY 

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
the evidence is crystal clear: 32 
straight months of job growth, 5.3 mil-
lion new jobs created since August of 
2003, the stock market within sight of a 
record high and homeownership at an 
all-time high. These are all good 
things. 

So how should we keep the good 
things going? Continue the policies 
that brought them about. The House 
should ensure that we build on this 
success by supporting the tax con-
ference report. Positive action today 
will prevent, prevent, a tax hike on 
millions of hardworking American 
families and small businesses that 
would greatly harm our economy. 

By extending the reduced rates on 
capital gains and dividends, all Ameri-
cans, all Americans, will be able to 
plan for the future with a greater sense 
of stability. 
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Furthermore, we will extend alter-

native minimum tax relief for Ameri-
cans. The AMT was created in the 
1970s, and times were much different. 
Today, an unacceptable number of fam-
ilies are exposed to this unfair tax, and 
this needs to stop. 

Mr. Speaker, the facts are crystal 
clear: The Republican progrowth eco-
nomic policies adopted by this House 
and this Congress are leading the way, 
and I urge my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle to put politics aside, vote 
for the American people, vote today to 
prevent a tax increase on millions of 
hardworking American families. 

f 

TAX BREAKS NOT WORKING FOR 
MIDDLE-CLASS AMERICANS 

(Mr. BISHOP of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, is there any doubt today that this 
administration’s first priority con-
tinues to be tax cuts for the wealthiest 
at the expense of education, health 
care and homeland security, all of 
which are being cut to pay for these 
tax cuts? 

We have been promised that extend-
ing dividend and capital gains cuts will 
create a rising tide that lifts all boats. 
But American families know that it 
takes so much more than a trickle- 
down effect for tax cuts to deliver re-
lief from rising gas prices, soaring tui-
tion and skyrocketing health costs. 

If the tax cuts had performed as our 
friends on the other side of the aisle 
promised, an exploding economy would 
have offset these strains. Instead, we 
are now burdened with $400 billion defi-
cits, $3 trillion in new debt since 2001, 
and deep cuts to hospitals, schools and 
law enforcement. 

How can we possibly justify tax 
breaks for millionaires worth more 
than the entire amount President Bush 
requested for the Department of Edu-
cation and more than twice his budget 
for the VA? The answer is that we 
can’t. We just can’t. 

Instead, Americans who need our 
help the most must get in line and pa-
tiently wait for the Republicans’ tax 
cuts to make any meaningful dif-
ference, if they ever do, in their daily 
struggle. 

Mr. Speaker, middle-class Americans 
deserve much better. 

f 

MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
PROGRAM SAVES MONEY FOR 
SENIORS 

(Mrs. MYRICK asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, to date, 
more than 30 million Americans have 
signed up for the new Medicare pre-
scription drug program, and that is be-
cause it saves them money. An AARP 
survey found that almost 80 percent of 

those enrolled in the Medicare pre-
scription drug plan say that the new 
benefit is meeting or exceeding their 
expectations. Seniors don’t have to 
choose between prescription drugs and 
paying their bills or putting food on 
the table anymore. 

And there is still time for seniors 
who are not currently enrolled to sign 
up for the program. They have until 
May 15th to sign up without any pen-
alty. 

They simply have to call 1–800–MEDI-
CARE and ask about drug savings, and 
there will be someone there who will 
help to walk them through the process. 

Again, the deadline to sign up with 
no penalties is May 15, so call and save 
today. 

f 

PROVIDE REAL TAX RELIEF FOR 
CONSUMERS AND REPEAT EN-
ERGY TAX BREAKS 

(Mr. CLEAVER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, how 
high do gas prices have to go before 
this administration is willing to break 
its ties with the oil and gas company 
CEOs? For 5 years now, the major oil 
companies have been bringing in record 
profits, while the pain at the pump has 
grown worse for average Americans. 

Today, consumers are paying $3 a 
gallon. If you are making minimum 
wage, that means your first hour at 
work is used to buy 11⁄2 gallons of gaso-
line for your car. 

Major oil companies just reported $16 
billion in profits for the first quarter 
alone, and the national response has 
been moral outrage. Yet last year they 
pushed through an energy bill that 
gave oil and gas companies an addi-
tional $20 billion in tax breaks and sub-
sidies. 

The problem is, those in charge here 
are not willing to have the courage to 
stand up and make things right. 

f 

TIME FOR ACTION ON ILLEGAL 
IMMIGRATION 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, one 
of my colleagues referenced the study 
from the Law Library of Congress enti-
tled ‘‘Immigration Law Sanctions and 
Enforcement in Selected Foreign Coun-
tries.’’ It evaluates the policies and the 
practices of Brazil, Egypt, Japan, Mex-
ico, Sweden and Switzerland. The coun-
tries were selected specifically to pro-
vide a geographically and racially di-
verse group for comparison purposes. 

What the study found is that strong 
enforcement of immigration law and 
tough sanctions can effectively reduce 
illegal immigration. 

Mr. Speaker, it is of concern to us 
that we learned yesterday that the U.S. 
Government is releasing information 

on the Minutemen border patrols to 
the Mexican Government. It is very 
frustrating that our government would 
be both willing and able to release in-
formation to the Mexican Government 
on these patrols, yet unable to ade-
quately deter illegal entry into this 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to see a border 
wall or technology improvements that 
will actually halt illegal border cross-
ings. There is incredible consensus 
among Tennesseans that enough is 
enough on this issue. It is time for ac-
tion. 

f 

DO-NOTHING CONGRESS REFUSING 
TO ADDRESS NEEDS OF AMERI-
CANS 

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 
today is the 130th day of 2006. Guess 
how many of those days this House has 
been in session to address the needs of 
the American people? Twenty-nine. 
Twenty-nine. This is only the 29th vot-
ing day of the year here in the House of 
Representatives. 

No wonder, Mr. Speaker, the Amer-
ican people have lost confidence in this 
Congress. The Republican majority 
would rather recess than tackle the 
tough issues of our day. 

Or could it be that the Republicans 
are simply incapable of governing? 
House Republicans have yet to pass a 
budget for the upcoming fiscal year. 
Before the April recess, the House Re-
publican leadership brought a bill to 
this floor, but was forced to pull it 
from consideration after determining 
that it would fail. 

Regardless of whether or not Repub-
licans are able to pick up enough Re-
publican votes this week, the fact re-
mains that they have presided over the 
largest fiscal collapse in American his-
tory. Five years ago they inherited 
record budget surpluses, and they have 
turned those into record deficits. 

f 

b 1030 

PORK BOOTLEGGERS 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, some 
say we have no border security. The 
Associated Press reported that border 
authorities inspecting a car crossing 
into the United States from Mexico un-
covered a food item in a strange place. 
Customs and Border Patrol officers 
searched the man’s car, and they found 
two pounds of raw pork, oh, heaven for-
bid. 

The meat was wrapped in foil inside 
two disposable diapers. Bringing in 
pork is prohibited because the ‘‘other 
white meat’’ can carry hog cholera. 
Some say we have no border security. 
Authorities seized these items and 
fined the man $250. 
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